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Contract No. 2020C09309

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF CAMERON

CONTRACr FOR LEGAL SERVICES

This is an agreement by and between CAMERON COUNTY (hereinafter called COUNTY), a
political subdivision of the State of Texas and ERIN E. GAMEZ (hereinafter called GAMEZ), a
licensed attorney In the State of Texas.

In conslderaton of the mutual promises herein contained, the parties agree as follows:

PURPOSE OF REP8ESENTATION

COUNTY hereby retains and ERIN E. GAMER as an Independent contractor to provide legal

representation to the defendants In the Cameron County Meital Health Divert Court. ERIN E.

GAMEZ agnes to do the followIng: (1) to meet with ffidlvdual partlcfpants slated for admission

Into the alcohol/drug progiam to discuss the requirements in the program; (2) to participate In

staff meetings; (3) to appear In Court during sessions; (4) to review all legal documents with

participants prior to any Court sessions; and (5) to review treatment and supervision reports of

participants.

ATIORNEY’S FEES

In consideration of services rendered and to be rendered by ERIN E GAMER, COUNTY hereby

agrees to pay ERIN E. GAMEZ a monthly sum of One Thousand eight Hundred Thirty Three

Dollars and thirty three Cents ($1,833.33). ERIN E. GAMER will submit an Itemized fee voucher

on a monthly basis to the coordinator of Mental Health Divert Court for approval and

submission to the financial officer for approval and payments. It is specifically understood and

agreed that COUNTY will not withhold any monies for purposes of taxes. All taxes due shall be

paid by ERIN E, GAM2 as a self-employed person.
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TERM

This agreement shall begin on October 1, 2020, and end on September 30, 2021. This

Agreement may be tenninated by either party upon thirty (30) days written notice to the other

party of his intention to terminate the agreement.

STANDARD of REPRESANTATION

ERIN E. (AMEZ agrees to prov(de competent, zealous tegat services to each client in a

professional, skilled manner consistent with all applicable Constitutions and Laws, Codes, and

the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.

INVESTIAGATORS AND D(PWTS

Counsel appointed In a noncapital case shall be reimbursed for reasDnable and necessary

expenses, incIudIr expenses for InvestigaDon, and for mental health arid other experts.

Expenses Incurred with and without pcior court approval shall be reimburse, according to the

procedures set forth below:

PROCEDURES WITH PRIOR COUftT APPROVAL

Appointed counsel mayfile with the trial court a pretrial ex parte confidential request for

advance payment of investigative and expert expenses to investigate potential defenses. The

request for expanses must state, as applicable:

1) The typs of invest€ation to be conducted;

2) Specific facts that suggest the investigation will result In admissible evidence; and

3) An itemized list of anticipated expenses for each investigation.

The court may grant the request for advance payment of expenses in whole or In part if the

request Is reasonable. If the court denies in whole or in part the request for expenses, the

court shaD:

A) State the reasons for the denial in wrtting;

B) Attach the denl& to the confidential request; and

C) Submit the request and denial as a sealed exhibit to the record.
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PRO CEDURES WITHour ffitOR COURT APPROVAL

Appofrited counsel may incur Investigative or expert expenses without prior approval of the
court. On presentation of a claim for reimbursement, the court may order relnibwsement
of counsel for the expenses, if the expenses are reasonably necessary and reasonably

Incurred. Unreasonable or unnecessary expenses will not be approved.

NQU

All notices to COUNTY shall be sent by certified or registered mall, addressed to: Cameron
County Judge, Cameron County Judge, Cameron County Courthouse, 1100 East Monroe

Street, Brownsville, Texas 78520, or at such other address as the COUNTY mayotherwlse

designate. All notices to ERIN E. GAMEZ shall be sent certified or registered mall, addressed

to: Erin F. Gamez. 777 E. Hanison Street, Brownsville, Texas 78520.

LAWAND VENUE

This agreement shall be construed wider and in accordance with the laws of the State of

Texas, and all obligations of the parties created hereunder are performable in Cameron

County, rexas.

PRIOR AGREEMENTS SUPERSEDED

This Agreement constitutes the sole and only agreement of the parties hereto and

supersedes prior understanding or written or oral agreement between the partIes;
respecting the within subject matter.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

ERIN E. GAMEZ will notify the office of the PresidingJudge as soon as ERIN E, GAMEZ is

aware of eth(cal conflicts between indigent defendants. ERIN E. GAMEZ shall present
evidence to the court in which the case is pending and if ordered by the judge presiding, be

allowed to withdraw from representation In that case, Such withdrawal shall not affectthe

other terms of this agreement.
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MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

(1) ERIN E. GAMEZ agrees to be prompt and ready to proceed at all scheduled appearances.

(2) In the event that ERIN E. GAMEZ Is unable to appear due to illness, vacation, or court

conflicts, ERIN E. GAMEZ agrees tQ arrange that ERNESTO GAMEZ JR. appear on his

behalt ERIN E. GAMEZ to compensate said substitute at a reasonable rate mutually

agreed upon by them.

(3) ERIN E. GAMEZ and any court-approved substitute that may appear on ERIN E. GAMEZS

behalf must speak the Spanish language sufficiently enough to converse with the non-

English speaking defendants.

(4) ThIs agreement may be modified at any time by mutual consent of the parties.

(5) It is specifically understood and agreed that ERIN E. GAMEZ will continue as attorney of

record Oh all cases still pendir after the expiration of this agreement, unless a motion

for substitution Is filed and granted by Presiding Judge of Mental Health Divert Court.

(6) E1flt4 E. GAMEzs caseload under this contract shall not exceed 125 felony cases per

year.

(7) ERIN E. GAMEZ’S caseload under this contract shall not exceed 225 misdemeanor cases

per year.

(_‘ ‘tu
EXECUTED on this ‘1 day of

______________.

2020 at Brownsville, Cameron County,

Texas.

Hon. Eddie Trevino Jr.
Cameron County Judge

Hon. Erin E. Gamea

Sigi&: WIO O1O PM

Hon. Sheila Garcia Bence
Judge of Mental Health Divert Court
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House Bill 89 Verification Form

Prohibition on Contracts with Companies Boycotting Israel

The R3thTcxas Legislature approved new kgslation, effective Sqt. 1, 2017, which amends Texas Local
Govanmeot Coda Section 1. SubtiUe F, Title [0, Gvveinment Code by adding Chapa 2270 which states
that a governmental aitity m’ not tine into a otxt with a company for goads or services unless the
cotrs2 cootaii.sa w,ittan vaificaion from the compsiy that it;

1) does not boycott Israel; mid
2) will not boycott Israel during the tenn of the contract

Pursuant to Section 2210.001, Texas Government Code:

I. “Boycott laud” means refusing to deal with, termumting boshiess activities with, or otherwise
tâing any aclion that is intended to penalize, inflict economic ham cu, or limit cotmecciat rvl&ions
specifically with Israel, or with a person or entity doing bosiness in Israel or in ml Isneli-conuolledterritory, but does not include an action made for orditiaty business purposes; and

2. “Company” means a far-profit soLe proprietmibip, organization, association, corporation,
partnonhip, joint ventwv, limited pmtncrsbip, limited liability partoatbip, ci miy limited liability
annpafly, including a wholly owned subsidiary, mority.evaed subsidiary, parent compsy or
affiliate of those entities or business associatloas that e.’cist to mde a profit.

I, (authorized official) Erin Elizabeth Gatnez
,

do hereby depose and veri the
mthfulness and acciirecy of Ike content of the statments submitted on this cesiilicatica wider the
provisions of Subtitle F, Title 10, Government Code Chapter 2270 and that the company named below;

I) does not boycott Israel currently; and
2) will not boycott Israel dwing the term of the contract; and
3) is Rot curitntly listed on the State of Texas Comptroller’s Companies that Boycott Israel List

located at htIos/fcomD(IØl l3r.tpxa pvIpoitIisiirn’pti[iItcuIpons/dicqtovjnt vim

Law Offices of Erneslo Gamez, Jr., P.C.

Company Name

a
rA,s’-

Signature of Authoñd Officiah’

Attornty at Law September 10, 2020
Title of Aithori,ed Official Date
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CAMERON COUNTY AUDLTORS OFFICE
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BROVNSVILLE, TX 78520

PURCHASE ORDER NO: P3041S4
VENDORNO: 0000183128

P.O. DATE: 10/02/2020
REQUIRED BY: AOT

ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS ORDERED QUANTITY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

0001 CONTRACT TO PAY ATTORNEY ERIN E. 1200 MO 1,833.33 21,999.96
GAMEZ TO REPRESENT CAMERON COUNTY
MENTAL HEALTh PARTICIPANTS. FUNDS
WILL BE USED TO PAY ATTORNEY 100%

Contract NO,
TOTAL ORDER 21,999.962020C09309

PRICE INCREASE IS NOT AUTHORIZED W[THOUT PRIOR APPROVAL I
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Michael Forbes I 00 E. MONROEdescriptions. ifany, and shalt be fit for their ordinary nendcd plirpases. as well as sny
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Phone: (956) 5-340S71
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Contract No. 2020-C-10347

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF CAMERON

CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

The County of Cameron (hereinafter called COUNTY), a political subdivision of the State of Texas, and

Fred A. Kowalski (hereinafter called ATtORNEY), a licensed attorney in the STATE OF TEXAS are the

parties to this agreement. The appointing authority consists of a majority of the district judges

(hereinafter called DISTRICT JUDGE) approving ATrORNEY to represent Indigent criminal defendants in

COUNTY. DISTRICT JUDGE recommends that the contracting authority approve the recommended

contractorand enter into a contract for services.

This agreement establishes conditions under which ATTORNEY will provide legal representation for

indigent criminal defendants in COUNTY.

PURPOSE OF REPRCSENTATION

COUNTY hereby retains and employs ATTORNEY as an independent contractor to provide legal

representation to the defendants in the Cameron County Veterans Court. ATTORNEY agrees to do the

following: (1) to meet with individual participants slated for admission into the alcohol/drug program to

discuss the requirements in the program; (2) to participate in staff meetings; (3) to appear in Court

during sessions; (4) to review all legal documents with participants prior to any Court sessions; and (5) to

review treatment and supervision reports of participants.

ATtORNEY’S FEES

In consideration of services rendered and to be rendered by ATTORNEY, COUNTY hereby agrees to pay

ATTORNEY a monthly sum of One Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars and no Cents ($1,9OO.). ATTORNEY

will submit an itemized fee voucher on a monthly basis to the administrator of the Veterans Court for

approval and submission to the financial officer for approval and payments. It is specifically understood

and agreed that COUNTY will not withhold any monies for purposes of taxes. All taxes due shall be paid

by ATTORNEY as a self-employed person.



TERM

This agreement shall begin on October 1,2018, and end on September 31, 2019. This Agreement may be

terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days written notice to the other party of his intention to

terminate the agreement.

STANDARD OF REPRESANTATION

ATTORNEY agrees to provide competent, zealous legal services to each client in a professional, skilled

manner consistent wit.1 all asplicable Constitutions and Laws, Codes, and the Texas Dscioinary Rules of

Professional Conduct.

INVESTIAGATORS AND EXPERTS

Counsel appointed in a noncapit& case shall be reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses,

including expenses for investigation, and for mental health and other experts. Expenses incurred with

and without prior court approval shall be reimburse, according to the procedures set forth below:

PROCEDURES WITH PRIOR COURT APPROVAL

Appointed counsel may file with the trial court a pretria: cx parte confidential request for advance

payment of investigative and expert expenses to investigate potential defenses. The request ¶or

expenses must state, as applicable:

1) The type of investigation to be conducted;

2) Specific facts that suggest the investigation will result in admissible evidence; and

3) An itemized list of anticipated expenses for each invesUgation.

The court may grant the request for advance payment of expenses in whole or in part if the request

is reasonable. If the court denies in whole or in part the request for expenses, the court shall:

A) State the reasons for the denial in writing;

B) Attach the denial to the confidential request; and

C) Submit the request and denial as a sealed exhibit to the record.



Procedures without Prior Court Approval

Appointed counsel may ncur investigative or expert expenses without prior approval of the court.

On presentation of a claim for reimbursement, the court may order reimbursement of counsel for

the expenses, if the expenses are reasonably necessary and reasonably incurred. Unreasonable or

unnecessary expenses will not be approved.

NOTICE

All notices to COUNTY shall be sent by certifies or registered mail, addressed to: Cameron County

Judge, Cameron County Judge, Cameron County Courthouse, 1100 East Monroe Street, Brownsvile,

Texas 78520, or at such other address as the COUNTY may otherwise designate. All notices to

ATTORNEY shell be sent certified or registered mail, addressed to: Fred Kowalksi, 902 E. Madison St.

• Brownsville, Texas 78520.

LAW AND VENUE

This agreement shall be construed under and in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, and

all obligations ofthe parties created hereunder are performable in Cameron County, Texas.

PRIOR AGREEMENTS SUPERSEDED

This Agreement constitutes the sole and only agreement of the parties hereto and supersedes prior

understanding or written or oral agreement between the parties; respecting the within subject

matter.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

AtTORNEY will notify the office of DISTRICTJUDGE as soon as ATTORNEY is aware ofethical conflicts

between indigent defendants. ATTORNEY shall present evidence to the court in whci the Case is

pending and if ordered by the judge presiding, be allowed to withdraw from representation in that

case. Such withdrawal shall not affect the other terms of this agreement.



MtSCELI.ANEOUS PROVISIONS

(1) ATTORNEY agrees to be prompt and ready ID proceed at all scheduled appearances.

(2) In the event that AYrORNEY is unable to appear due to illness, vacation, or court conflicts,

ATTORNEY agrees to arrange that Juan Flares appear on tiis behalf. ATTORNEY also agrees to

compensate said substitute at a reasonable rats mutually agreed upon them.

(3) AflORNEY and any court-approved substitute ihat may appear on ATTORNEYs behall must

speak the Spanish language sufficiently enough to converse with the non-English speaking

defendants.

(4) This agreement may be modified at any lime by mutual consent of the parties.

CS) It is specifically understood and agreed that AflORNEY will continue as attorney of record on all

case pending after the expirahon a! this agreement, unless a motion for substitution is filed and

granted by presiding Judge of Veterans Court

(6) ATTORNEY’S caseload under this contract shall not exceed 125 felony cases per year.

7) ATTORNEYS caseload under this contract shall not exceed 225 misdemeanor Cases per year

EXECUTED on this day of October ,2020, at Brownsville. Cameron County,

Texas.

A. SaocIi%cf rans Court

—

- Fred Kowaiski, Attorney

l
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HOUSE BILL 89 VEmFIcATION (REVISED)

:i,ci ‘n4hnrq kc*.ntict
Penoii Names

the undersigned representative of tn’., c-Vh r c r-ra Ps. 4cj.a hi’.
fCompany or Raciness Name)

(hercafler referred to as Company) being an adult over the age of eighteen (IS) years of age, does herthy
depose and veri& that the Company named above, under the provisions of Subtitle F, Title ID. Texas
GoverninenL Code Chapter 2270:

I Does not currenily boycott the country of Israel; and

2- WIU ho co e country of Israel during the 1cm, of the eontxaet wäh Cameron County, Tens.

sig,usnucZS \. Dole: jO I to
Pursuant to Section 22 70.001, Texas Governmen Code:

‘IJoveolt Israel means refusing so deal will,, terminating business activities with, or otherwise taking any
ac/lois that’s intended to penalize. inflict economic harm on, or limit commercial relations specifically with
lsrn’I. or will, a person or entity doing business in Israel or h an Israeli-controlled territory. but does no,
include an ccliv’, made for ordinwy business purposes. and

2. Gniipany iJeans a for-profit sole praprietorship, organization, association, corporat ion, parfntrship joint
ve,,,r,re, (imited partnership, limited flability partnership, or any limited liability comnpwy. including a wholly
ou’ntd subsidiary. majority-owned subsidiary, parent company or affiliate of those entities or business
os.cociut ions that exist to make a profit.

3. Pursuant to Section 2270.002 of the Texas Gorernn,ent Code. Respondent cerqfles that elfher (I) it meets an
cxcv’f’lion criteria under Seerjon 2270002 or (is:) it does not boycott israel and will nor boycott Israel during
the icr,,: of she cont,’act resulting from this solicitation, Respondent shall state any facts thai make it exempt
front the boyco;, certification in its Response. (jIB 793— exemptions).

EXEMPTIONS APPLY TO THE FOLLO WING:

D between a governmental entity and a coinpany with less than lOfidi-titne employees

fl bus a value of less than S lOt;, 000 paid wholly or par?iyfrpm public funds of the governmental entity

THIS FOR4I MUST BE RETURNED WITH YOUR RID

fl’
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